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New Happenings at NIST
NIST in the press
Staff changes
Recognition
Highlights

VCAT 
Status of recommendations
Approach





DOC Staff Changes

Michelle O’Neill has left the Technology 
Administration to become the new Deputy 
Under Secretary for the International Trade 
Administration.

William Jeffrey has assumed the 
additional responsibilities of the Acting 
Under Secretary for Technology

Robert Cresanti has been nominated to 
become the new Under Secretary for 
Technology



NIST Staff Changes
Shashi Phoha, Director of the Information 
Technology Laboratory, is leaving NIST

Ellen Dowd, Acting Chief Human 
Capital Officer, is retiring

Cita Furlani will become Acting Director of 
the Information Technology Laboratory

Susannah Schiller will become 
Acting Chief Information Officer



NIST Staff Changes

Rich Kayser is no longer in an acting 
position and is now Director of the 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Laboratory

Verna Hines, Director of Congressional 
and Legislative Affairs, is retiring

Roger Kilmer is no longer in an acting 
position and is now Director of the Hollings 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership



NIST Staff Changes

Bob Celotta, New Director of the NIST 
Center for Nanoscale Science and 
Technology

Dennis Swyt, New Director of the 
U.S. Measurement System Project



Staff Recognition

John L. (Jan) Hall
2005 Nobel Prize in Physics

The VCAT is invited to attend 
the Boulder campus NIST 

Awards Ceremony

The Nobel Prize was awarded for 
contributions to the development of laser-
based precision spectroscopy, including 
the optical frequency comb technique. 



Responding to National Priorities

NIST researchers discover H2
bonding structure in metal organic 
frameworks that may lead to practical 
storage systems for automobiles and 
other applications

NIST researchers identify lubricants 
that can improve heat transfer 
characteristics of alternative 
refrigerants, improving the energy 
efficiency of air-conditioning systems 
and potentially saving the equivalent 
of millions of barrels of oil per year



Responding to National Priorities

NIST researchers have 
developed better measurements 
of seasonal storage changes in 
sulfur found in snow samples –
important for understanding 
climate changes

NIST facilitates the 
establishment of a new ASTM 
consensus standards activity for 
search and rescue robots



Responding to National Priorities

NIST to support Presidential initiative 
to develop a National Healthcare 
Information Network

MOU with HHS gives NIST a role in:
Analyzing NHIN architectures
Standards harmonization
Security and privacy issues
Testing and certification



NIST Responds to Hurricane 
Katrina

Leading three teams of 
government and private sector 
researchers to assess the 
performance of physical 
structures
Assistance to NOAA in cleaning 
oil spills
Chemical analysis of seafood 
samples
Hosting displaced researchers

Responding to National Priorities



NIST Responds to Hurricane Katrina



Changing the Focus of the VCAT 
Meetings

Review status of recommendations
Our approach
Refocusing our efforts



Role of VCAT … Where are we now?
Status of Recommendations in FY 04 & FY 05 (Dec. 2003- September 2005) 

Showed OA funding by program at 
9/04 and 12/04 meetings.

Completed - Budget Primer 
distributed 3/05

On-going - FY 06 appropriation 
supports this objective while balancing 
other national priorities, including 
cutting the budget deficit.  

On-going – FY 06 appropriation fully 
funded MEP and partially funded ATP.

06/04

oNIST will provide these updates at 
the VCAT quarterly meetings. 

oThese topics will be part of the new 
VCAT member orientation.

06/04

o VCAT wants to see budget 
trend data regularly, in particular, 
other-agency funding for the NIST 
labs by program.

o VCAT wants to learn more about 
the budget process, 
reprogramming requirements and 
related structural conditions.
FY 04 Annual Report

o Immediately increase NIST 
budget to fund strategic initiatives 
and to compensate for unfunded 
Congressional mandates, inadequate 
ATBs, and unfunded salary 
increases.  

o Stabilize funding for MEP and 
ATP.  

BUDGET PRESENTATIONS

STATUSNIST Response  (Letter from 
NIST Director to VCAT Chair) 

and Other Status

Recommendations from VCAT 
Letter Report to NIST Director
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Guidance
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Budget Request
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Budget Request
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Budget Request
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President’s 
Budget Request



•Budget Resolution
•302(b) Allocation
•Subcommittee Markup
•Committee Markup
•Floor Vote
•Conference
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•Budget Resolution
•302(b) Allocation
•Subcommittee Markup
•Committee Markup
•Floor Vote
•Conference

SAPs
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Hearings



Bills
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Apportionment
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The Budget Process
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  Agency Budget Preparation
        Agencies prepare budget requests
        OMB reviews agencies programs and issues
        Agencies submit budget requests
        Presentations to OMB
        Presentations to OMB (cont'd.)
  OMB Budget Preparation
        OMB “passback” presented to Agencies
        Appeals prepare and submit appeals to OMB
        OMB sends final allowances
        President’s Request to Congress prepared
        Budget delivered to Congress
  Congressional Hearings and Markups
        Agencies brief congressional committee staff
        Markups and appeals
  Congressional Appropriations
        Conference committee resolves differences
        Appropriation bills signed by President…
        …Or continuing resolutions enacted… FY

FY - 1

FY - 2



NIST FY 2006 Budget ($M)

FY 2005 amounts do not reflect rescissions of unobligated balances.

140.4               79.8 
107.5             105.7                          
247.9             185.5

6.9                 13.4
22.7                 35.4
42.9               126.6
72.5               175.4

699.2               759.6

Appropriation:
Scientific & Technical Research

& Services (STRS):
NIST Laboratories
Baldrige National Quality Program
Directed Grants

Subtotal, STRS
Industrial Technology Services (ITS):

Advanced Technology Program
Hollings Manufacturing Ext. Partnership

Subtotal, ITS
Construction of Research Facilities (CRF):

Construction and Major Renovations
Modifications and Improvements
Directed Grants

Subtotal, CRF
Total

364.6              379.4
5.4                 7.3
8.8 12.0

378.8             398.7

FY 2006
Enacted

FY 2005
Enacted



NIST FY2006 Budget Authority*

Advanced 
Technology

Program 
$79.8M

NIST Laboratories
$379.4M

Manufacturing
Extension

Partnership
$105.7M

Construction
$48.8M

Baldrige National Quality
Program $7.3M

TOTAL:  $759.6M
*All numbers are rounded

Congressionally 
Directed Grants

$138.6M



NIST FY2006 Resources*

Advanced Technology
Program $79.8M

NIST Laboratories
$379.4M

Manufacturing
Extension

Partnership
$105.7M

Construction
$48.8M

Baldrige National 
Quality Program

$7.3M

Other
Agency**
$130.4M

Fees**
$42.3M

TOTAL:  $793.7M
*All numbers are rounded
**Estimated Congressionally Directed Grants Excluded.



Fiscal Year 2006 EstimateTotal = $130.4 Million

HUD, State, EPA, GSA 4%

DHS 32%

NASA 4%
HHS 5%

Commerce
8%

Justice
12%

Energy 4%

Other 7%
DOD 24%

Funding From Other Federal Agencies
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Labs Only ITS total CRF OA
Labs Only ATP & MEP Construction Other Agency

No Congressionally Directed Funds included

Trends in NIST Funding



Just covered one item… just the data not 
the strategy
75 recommendations in two years

Many are ongoing
Many have been requested for routine 
(quarterly) briefings

Approach we created masks the key 
issues and input

Role of VCAT … Where are we now?



New VCAT Focus on High-Level Topics

Focus meetings on the most important topics
Enable more dialog between VCAT and NIST on 
these specific areas

Rely on other forms of communication for 
more routine matters

Technical accomplishments, awards, etc.

”Each report shall identify areas of… potential 
importance to the long-term competitiveness of United 
States industry in which the Institute possesses special 
competence…” Omnibus Trade & Competitiveness Act

(NIST VCAT authorization)



Example High-Level Topics

Prioritizing NIST programs
among a plethora of choices and drivers

Science & technology performance metrics
impact on the economy and public good

Strategic relationships
programmatic: university, other agency, industry, 
etc.

Outreach
high-level officials: CEO, university presidents, 
other agency heads, etc.

NIST’s role in the international arena



New VCAT Meeting Format

Day 1
NIST presentations with specific issues for VCAT 
Lab tours 

Day 2
VCAT presentations/guidance to SMB in open session 

More open and complete recording of VCAT ideas
Eliminate consensus and letter reports
All VCAT member input documented in meeting minutes for the 
benefit of NIST management
More like other federal advisory committees



Thanks to our VCAT Partners




